
Cactus Shadows High School 
10th Grade Honors 

English Language Arts (ELA) Syllabus 
2017-2018 

 
Instructor: David Savidge, Ed.D.   
Classroom: 306 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 2:00-3:00 
Phone: 480-575-2486 
Email: dsavidge@ccusd93.org 
 

Course Introduction 
 
English 10 Honors is a survey of world literature.  Each unit will allow for a close study 
of literary works as well a consideration of the historical and cultural context.  This class 
will serve as an opportunity to travel the glove without leaving home and to explore 
themes and literary forms designed to cultivate your active reading and critical thinking 
skills, advance your composition ability, increase your vocabulary, and improve your 
verbal articulation.  English 10 Honors is a critical reading and writing intensive course.  
At the completion of this class, you will be prepared for success on formal assessments 
(e.g. PARCC and the SAT) along with future programs of higher rigor (e.g. Advanced 
Placement English Literature and the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program, 
CSHS Honors Courses, and especially college). 
 
The curriculum of this course will be guided by the Arizona College and Career Ready 
Standards, Common Core Standards, and the CCUSD Standards.  The main objective of 
any English Language Arts class is to cultivate strong thinking skills and formal style 
versus a personal one.  This means that if we study a literary text that highlights cultural 
beliefs which are different from your own, the goal is to understand and analyze them 
objectively and academically.  Practicing this method of thinking will only help prepare 
you for higher level courses and college.  By no means are you expected to change your 
views or personal philosophies. 
 

Expectations and General Procedures 
 
Students are required to do all assignments and prove competency in all areas of the 
curriculum covered for successful completion of this course.  Students are expected to 
participate in all classroom activities and be self-motivating and self-managing.  All 
formal writing products, such as essays, poetry portfolios, and journal readings must be 
typed using MLA guidelines.  No Exceptions!  We live in a technologically advanced 
world – “my printer didn’t work” or “I lost my computer files” will not be acceptable 
excuses. 
 
Late work will not be accepted.  There will be NO EXCEPTIONS other than extreme 
cases.  Late work is defined as any assignment submitted after it is collected during 
class.  Papers will be submitted on Turnitin.com so that there is a record of completion 
and originality, but papers and projects must be submitted manually on the due date for 
grading.   
 
Pre-assigned major projects and essays are due on the due date regardless of intervening 
absence.  It is up to the student to make prior arrangements to submit the work.  
 



Grades are calculated by Total Points.  This means that assessments, quizzes, projects, 
and essays will be worth more points than homework and in-class assignments.   
 
The grading scale being used is  
  90 – 100 = A 
  80 – 89   = B 
         70 – 79   = C 
  60 – 69   = D 
  59 and below = F 
 
Textbook: The Language of Literature American Literature (Holt McDougal) 
 
Anchor Texts: The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey 
  The Kite Runner by Khaled Hossini (and 2007 film) 
  Antigone by Sophocles 
  Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare (and film 1970) 
  1984 by George Orwell 
  The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexander Dumas 
  Major texts are subject to change 
  Various myths, poetry, short stories, and informational texts 
 
Films are used to enhance curriculum units, and parents are encouraged to check them 
out and facilitate discussions with students about themes and other elements of 
literature that are depicted in the movies.  Parents must complete the Parent Consent 
and Contact Information Page, giving permission for students to see these movies.  If 
you have any questions or would prefer for your child to not view select films, please 
indicate so on the form. 
 
All students are expected to come to class prepared and with appropriate supplies.  
Students need to provide and bring the following to class: 
 College-ruled loose-leaf notebook paper 
 Blue or black pen 
 Red pen 
 Highlighter 
 Flash drive 
 Calendar or method to keep track of due dates and deadlines 
 

 Behavior 
 
Respect yourself, respect others, respect property, and respect the law.  Give your best 
effort, and your will succeed.   
 
Students are reminded that when it comes to clothing, all areas need to be covered: 
buttocks, midriff, shoulders, and back.  Students must have school idea visible at all 
times. 
 
Come to class with assignments complete.  Be in your seat by the time the bell stops 
ringing.  Once in your seat, stay in it.  You cannot get out of your seat without 
permission.  Inappropriate language and behavior is just that, inappropriate.  If you 
have an issue, contact me at dsavidge@ccusd93.org or savidged@reagan.com.  I will 
check school email when at school and personal mail every day.  You may leave me a 
phone message at 480-575-2486. 
 



Electronic devices, phones, are to be in your backpack, out of sight.  If the phone is seen, 
it will be sent to the front office.   
 

Cheating and Plagiarism 
 
Cheating in any form will not be tolerated.  Students who cheat on any form of school 
work will receive a zero and will be subject to consequences.  Cheating includes 
plagiarism and using technology such as cell phones and the internet to share work and 
answers.  Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another’s words, ideas, or 
information. 
 
Some examples of plagiarism are 
 Directly copying text or paraphrasing text from a source and attempting to pass 
   the work as an original piece. 
 Copying the text from another student and attempting to pass the work as an  
  original piece. 
 Submitting a paper previously used for another class. 
  
Academic dishonesty . . . talking during a test, wandering eyes, identical assignments. 
 

District Policy 
 

A student may be subject to disciplinary action when the student engages in any of the 
following forms of academic misconduct: 

1. Lateness – For missing or leaving school or class without permission or 
excuse. 

2. Cheating – Including but not limited to copying, using unauthorized help 
sheets and the like, illegally obtaining tests in advance, substituting for a test-
taker, and other forms of unauthorized collusion. 

3. Plagiarism – Representation of the ideas or work of another person as his/her 
own. 

4. Collusion – Supporting malpractice by another student as in allowing one’s 
work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another. 

5. Duplication of work – Presentation of the same work for different assessment 
components and/or requirements. 

6. Fabrication of Data -- Manufacturing data for a table, survey, or other such 
requirement. 

7. Any behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a student and/or affects the 
results of another student. 

 
Cactus Shadows High School takes academic dishonesty seriously.  Any violation of this 
policy will result in a zero for the assignment/assessment and short term suspension for 
a second offense and a loss of credit for the semester course (.5) and short-term 
suspension for a third offense. 
 
Students who share assignment/assessment information with other students via 
pictures, paper, or electronics will receive a zero on the assignment/assessment and a 
short-term CCUSD grade level will be considered. 
 

Absence Policy 
 



Students are responsible for contacting teachers to complete missed work.  Parents can 
e-mail teachers to request homework to pick up during a student’s absence.  For every 
day of excused absence, a student has two days to make up homework, classwork, 
quizzes, and tests (parents have 24 hours to contact the school to excuse the absence).  
Work previously assigned with a due date during an absence is due on the first day of 
his/her return to school (including suspension dates).  Be advised that each department, 
which assigns extended projects, has specific deadline dates.  All make-up work from an 
excused absence is eligible to receive full credit if completed and turned in within the 2 
day window.  Some courses such as Honors, Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate, and Dual Enrollment courses have numerous long-term projects or 
portfolios, which may have absolute deadlines.  Students will be advised of these 
project/portfolio deadlines in the course syllabus or on grading outlines and will be 
expected to turn in projects/portfolios prior to the designated date for credit regardless 
of days absent.  Assignments, test, quizzes not completed within the 2 day window will 
receive a zero.  (Ref: Board Policy JH-R) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Parent Consent/Contact Information Page 

 
Please fill out the below information and sign your name.  This signature page is due by 
Monday, August 15, 2016. 
Student Name: _________________________________________________________ 
  (Please Print) 
 
 
STUDENT 
I have read the English 10 Honors syllabus and understand the responsibilities, 
guidelines, and policies for this class and realize the importance of my behavior. 
 
Signature ___________________________________ Date _____________________ 
 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN 
I have read the syllabus and understand the English 10 Honors expectations, 
procedures, and classroom policies.  I also offer permission for my student to watch the 
films noted on the syllabus. 
Parent Name: __________________________________________________________ 
  (Please Print) 
Signature __________________________________ Date _______________________ 
Email __________________________________________________________________ 
Daytime Phone _________________________________________________________ 
 
Movies (if any) I do not give permission for my student to watch: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents, 
 
I am excited about the year.  I know your student will be successful.  I am available 
before school, during lunch, and after school.  If you want to set up weekend help 
sessions, I am good for that, too.  Talk to me.  We’re doing this together. 
 
     David Savidge, Ed.D. 
     480-575-2488 
 
      
 
 


